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FOR MR. HELMS ONLY FROM MR. CARVER

RAE, THE'Y INFL ICT CASUALTIES ON ALLIED -FORCES.

"”'Z'RET SELF-EF‘ENSE FORCES pRE AN ADDITIONAL ELEMENT WHICH
OPERATE IN GOVERNMENT CONTROLLED AND CONTESTED AREAS. THEY

PROVIDE SUPPORT TO THE COMMUNIST EFFORT, PRIMARILY BY CLANDESTINF

INTELL1GENCE ACTIVITIES AND AS A RESIDUE OF THE COMMUN IST
PRESENCE IN -3UCH AREAS.

" aRINB THE PAST YEAR WE HAVE LEARNED MORE ABOUT & VC
ORGANIZAT 108 CALLED ‘SSURLT YOUTH'.  THEY SERVE FULL-TIME AT

DISTRICT LEVEL ‘AND ABOVE, AND THEY ARE ORGANIZED INTQ BATTALIONS
- COMPANIES, AND PLATOONS. ALTHOUGH SOME ARE ARMED, THE COMMUNISTS
DO NOT CONSIDER THEM AS A COMBAT FORCE; THEIR PRIMARY MISSION
~ APPEARS 7O BE ‘A LOGISTICAL ONE, FREQUENTLY IN BATTLEFIELD sREAS.

- GOME OF THE casum.nzs INFLICTED BY ALLIED FORCES IN Bnnu-; ARE
CUSTAINED BY THE ssm.r YOUTH', THNIS ORGANIZATION ALso“‘*sfr-:Rvsq
._,ﬁs ) MANPmm POQ AND. mnlnme PROGRAM FOR YOUTN WHO LATER G0
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ISTOTIE VC WAIN A® LOCAL FORCES. - LITTLE INFORNATIDN 1S
AVAILABLE TO INDTCATE THE STRENGTM OF DISTRIBUTIDN OF THE SSAULT

{3 CURREW! EVIDENCE DOES WOT EWABLE AIS TO ESTINATE THE

PRESENT SIZE OF THESE :‘BRUUPS WITH ANY MEASURE OF CONF IDENCE.

o¥E D OOUMENTS SUGGEST THAT I% EAHLY 1966 THE AGGREGATE SIZE OF
THC SELF DEFENSE GROUP WAS THEW ON THE ORDER OF 158,008 THESE
'f«mse'm' COMPDRERTS, HINEVER, JMAVE UNGUESTJONABLY SUFFERED
TIRITTOM SINCE THAT TINE, &S MELL AS A -APPRECIABLE DECLINE IN
FUZLITY, BECAISIACE mm UPSRADING UF SONE DF THEIR MEWBERS
ILT0 THE SUERRILLAS TR MIHER VO MILTTARY QOMPENENTS AND,

'”'r.. i .s..%%:%.%l-?, THE SIRISEAGE I8 UC CONTROL OF POPULATED AREAS.
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- THOUBH-I¥ AGGREATE WUMBERS THESE GROUPS ARE STILL LARGE, AND

THZY 'STILL CONSTITUTE A PART .OF THE OVERALL COMMURIST EFFORT.
THEY #RE HOT OFFEMSIVE MILITARY FORCES AND SHOULD NOT BE INCLUDED
In TH#E WILITARY.ORDER OF BATTLE TOTAL, EVEN THOUGK SOME OF THEIR
NEMEERS ARE PROBABLY INCLUDED IN ‘GUR CASUALTY FIGURES AND THEY

ACCOUNT FOR A SMALL PERCENTAGE OF THE CHIED HOIS.T EﬂD TEXT
ATTACHMENT 2,
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